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I want to thank Dave White for his 

dedicated service. Best of luck in your 
retirement, Chief. 

f 

A TRAGIC MARKER: 2,000-PLUS U.S. 
FATALITIES IN AFGHANISTAN 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on Oc-
tober 2, while Congress was cam-
paigning, the Pentagon registered the 
2,000th fatality in Afghanistan, the 
longest war in American history. 
Today, that number has risen to 2,026. 

It is imperative that we all remember 
the terrible human price that has been 
paid, is being paid, and will continue to 
be paid by our troops in Afghanistan 
and their families. 

This year there have been 60 so-called 
‘‘blue on green’’ killings of U.S. troops 
by Afghan soldiers that we’re training. 
Veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan kill 
themselves at a rate of one every 80 
minutes. More Active Duty U.S. mili-
tary personnel have died by suicide 
since the war in Afghanistan began 
than have died fighting there. Nearly 
18,000 have been wounded in Afghani-
stan alone. 

Let us bring them all home. Let us 
provide our veterans and active mili-
tary the care and benefits that they 
have so bravely earned. Let’s end the 
war in Afghanistan now. 

f 

DOING WHAT IS RIGHT FOR THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, we have 
just a few short weeks left in the 112th 
Congress, but our work here is far from 
done. 

Sadly, partisan games and gridlock 
have made this Congress one of the 
least productive in history; but with 
the election finally behind us, I hope 
we will put aside our differences and 
get back to work. 

That means passing a bipartisan 
farm bill to support our farmers and 
ranchers. It means extending the pro-
duction tax credit to create jobs in a 
growing wind industry and reduce elec-
tricity bills for consumers. It means 
passing the Violence Against Women 
Act to protect women from abuse. And 
it means extending tax cuts for middle 
class families and small businesses now 
and passing a balanced plan to avert 
sequestration. 

We must address these critical issues, 
and the only way to do that is by com-
ing together and doing what’s right for 
the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, the election is over. It’s 
time to get back to work. 

LET’S GET THE PEOPLE’S WORK 
DONE 

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, the 
election is over for this cycle, and it is 
time to do the people’s work. 

The President is reelected, and he is 
our President for the next 4 years. Our 
constituents are tired and upset with 
our dysfunction. They can’t begin to 
comprehend how we’ve allowed the fis-
cal cliff to happen. Many of them don’t 
even understand what the fiscal cliff is 
about. All they know is that things 
like unemployment can rise to 9.1 per-
cent unless we act. It is time to put the 
elections behind us and work together. 

Mr. Speaker, we must focus on the 
people, especially the constituents of 
our colleagues who are suffering from 
the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. We 
have got to work together and do the 
people’s work. Isn’t that what we’ve 
been sent here to do? 

Mr. Speaker, let’s get the people’s 
work done. 

f 

LET’S GET THIS THING DONE 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, last Tues-
day, our President said something that 
I think this Congress needs to hear: the 
people of our districts sent us here to 
focus on their jobs, not our own. 

We’re racing towards a serious dead-
line, towards higher taxes on strug-
gling families and slashed investments 
in things like food for mothers and in-
fants, education, and our infrastruc-
ture. We’re dragging people’s jobs to-
ward the brink and playing chicken 
with workers’ and entrepreneurs’ live-
lihoods. 

I know I’m not the only one here who 
spent time with the families that miss-
ing this deadline will hurt. I know I’m 
not the only one who has visited the 
businesses that would collapse if this 
happened. The people in our districts 
need us to come together. They’re 
counting on us to do the right thing, to 
leave our partisanship at the ballot box 
and to get to work. 

So I say to all my friends and col-
leagues, Democrats and Republicans, 
let’s get this thing done. 

f 

THE LEAST, THE LAST, AND THE 
LOST 

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, we hear a lot of talk about the con-
sequences of the fiscal cliff on the 
wealthy, the well-off, the well-heeled, 
and the well-to-do. We don’t hear a lot 
of talk about how it will impact the 
least, the last, and the lost. Permit me 
today to share just a bit of informa-
tion. 

Rental assistance for the poor would 
fall by $2.3 billion. Nutrition programs 
for women, infants, and children would 
lose $543 million. Those who provide 
services to persons who get Medicare— 
doctors—would lose about $4 billion. 

Mr. Speaker, if we are to have an act 
of Congress, we have to have a Con-
gress willing to act. It is time for us to 
act, to protect the least, the last, and 
the lost, as well as others. 

f 

b 1220 

AVOIDING THE FISCAL CLIFF 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to urge Congress to deal with 
the fiscal cliff. The majority of Ameri-
cans cast their ballots in support of the 
President and a balanced solution to 
our fiscal challenges that protects the 
middle class by asking everyone to pay 
their fair share. 

Our job is to act. We should extend 
the middle class tax cuts now while we 
work on a long-term solution. We must 
work together because failure would 
have dire consequences for middle class 
jobs, the military, and crucial pro-
grams that help the middle class and 
the poor. 

f 

FIXING OUR ECONOMY 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
the election is over. The people of this 
country have spoken and said loudly 
and clearly that they want us to work 
together to create jobs and fix our 
economy. 

I agree with economists who say that 
the threat of a fiscal cliff, like the need 
to immediately reduce the deficit, is 
being overblown. And it is done like 
the debt ceiling debacle to create a do- 
or-die situation where it is hoped that 
Democrats would agree to cuts in pro-
grams that would lose jobs and lock 
more people into poverty. That is unac-
ceptable in this, the greatest country 
in the world, and we cannot agree to it. 

We are being asked to cut the deficit 
by $4 trillion over 10 years. Through 
cuts and caps put in place already, over 
the next 10 years we are projected to 
cut that deficit by $1.7 trillion. That 
leaves $2.3 trillion. If we allow the 
growth in the economy to continue, 
even at its present slow pace, that can 
help to reduce the need for that level of 
cuts even more. 

The poor and the middle class are al-
ready doing their part through the cuts 
that are already in place. Now it is 
time for everyone else to do theirs. The 
rest of the deficit reduction must come 
primarily from eliminating tax cuts for 
the wealthy who have continued to do 
very well during the recession while ev-
eryone else suffered. 
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This Congress can avoid taking us to 

yet another fiscal cliff and avoid se-
questration by working together in the 
balanced way that the American people 
have asked us to. 

f 

RESOLVING ISSUES AND WORKING 
TOGETHER 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to say to our colleagues that it 
is very gratifying that in just a few 
minutes we are going to begin to ad-
dress the first issue that will come be-
fore us as a lame-duck Congress, and 
it’s an issue that is going to be ad-
dressed in a bipartisan way. I’m very 
happy to see my friend from Worcester 
here, who has joined with me in doing 
a ‘‘Dear Colleague’’ in support of pas-
sage of permanent normal trade rela-
tions for Russia and Moldova. Our com-
mitment to economic growth and 
human rights is one which has led us to 
this point, Mr. Speaker. 

And I think that the idea with the 
mandate from the election was for us 
to resolve issues and work together, 
and we are going to have a chance to 
do that. And so as I get ready to call up 
the rule in just a moment, Mr. Speak-
er, I want to say to my colleagues that 
this is a great day for us to take on the 
very, very serious challenges. And I be-
lieve that the success we are going to 
have, with the bipartisanship that is 
going to be demonstrated on this issue, 
should lay the groundwork for the 
work of the rest of this Congress and I 
hope very much for the next Congress 
as well. 

f 

SUPPORTING WIND PRODUCTION 
TAX CREDIT 

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 
let me thank Mr. ISRAEL, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, and Mr. TONKO, as well as all of 
the members of the Sustainable Energy 
and Environment Coalition, for being 
such strong advocates for a responsible 
and sustainable energy future. 

Today I rise to speak in favor of the 
wind production tax credit and urge 
my colleagues to support its extension. 
Wind power and other sources of renew-
able energy are a vital and central part 
of a sustainable energy future, and 
they can be harvested right here in 
America. 

In my own district, for example, I am 
very proud to say that there are cur-
rently six companies operating wind 
power plants. These power plants not 
only generate energy but also jobs and 
manufacturing right here at home. 

I urge this Congress to support the 
extension here because it will put peo-
ple to work in good paying jobs, help 
rebuild our manufacturing base, and 
help us achieve energy independence. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 6156, RUSSIA AND 
MOLDOVA JACKSON-VANIK RE-
PEAL AND SERGEI MAGNITSKY 
RULE OF LAW ACCOUNTABILITY 
ACT OF 2012 
Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-

tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 808 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 808 
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 

resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 6156) to authorize 
the extension of nondiscriminatory treat-
ment (normal trade relations treatment) to 
products of the Russian Federation and 
Moldova and to require reports on the com-
pliance of the Russian Federation with its 
obligations as a member of the World Trade 
Organization, and for other purposes. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
bill are waived. An amendment in the nature 
of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 112-33 shall be considered 
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill, as amended, 
are waived. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) 90 minutes of debate, with 60 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Ways and Means and 30 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs; and (2) one 
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions. 

SEC. 2. On any legislative day during the 
period from November 19, 2012, through No-
vember 23, 2012—(a) the Journal of the pro-
ceedings of the previous day shall be consid-
ered as approved; (b) the Chair may at any 
time declare the House adjourned to meet at 
a date and time, within the limits of clause 
4, section 5, article I of the Constitution, to 
be announced by the Chair in declaring the 
adjournment; and (c) bills and resolutions in-
troduced during the period addressed by this 
section shall be numbered, listed in the Con-
gressional Record, and when printed shall 
bear the date of introduction, but may be re-
ferred by the Speaker at a later time. 

SEC. 3. The Speaker may appoint Members 
to perform the duties of the Chair for the du-
ration of the period addressed by section 2 of 
this resolution as though under clause 8(a) of 
rule I. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, let me say 
how great it is to see you in the Chair, 
and I wish you well. 

Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of de-
bate only, I yield the customary 30 
minutes to my very good friend from 
Worcester, pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, let me 
say, as I just mentioned in my 1- 
minute, it is very gratifying that, as 
we look at this election, we have many 
people who have used the term ‘‘man-
date’’ to describe what it is they have 

gotten. The President says he has a 
mandate to increase taxes. Some Re-
publicans say we have a mandate to 
not increase taxes. Lots of people 
throw this word ‘‘mandate’’ around. 

I believe that the mandate is for us 
to focus on job creation and economic 
growth. And while we still embrace the 
Madisonian vision of the clash of 
ideas—it’s a very, very important no-
tion put forward by the author of the 
U.S. Constitution—at the end of the 
day, it’s important for us to do some-
thing. And I think that the mandate 
from the election is that the American 
people want us to do everything that 
we can to create jobs, get the economy 
growing, and deal with many of the so-
cietal challenges that we face. 

Mr. Speaker, that’s why I say it is 
very gratifying that the first item out 
of the chute after the election is some-
thing we will be able to do in a bipar-
tisan way. Not that it hasn’t been con-
troversial, and I will admit, Mr. Speak-
er, that there is controversy that sur-
rounds this issue, and I’m going to talk 
about it, but I will say that it is great 
that we’ll be able to do something, 
with Republicans and Democrats in the 
House, Democrats and Republicans in 
the Senate, and the President of the 
United States on the same page in sup-
port of Russia’s accession to the WTO 
and, most particularly, the oppor-
tunity for the United States of Amer-
ica, our workers, to have access to 142 
million consumers in that country. 

So, Mr. Speaker, on August 22, Rus-
sia became a member of the World 
Trade Organization. Again, a huge 
economy. In fact, the last large econ-
omy to actually become a member of 
the WTO, and that’s a good thing. It’s 
a good thing because Vladimir Putin is 
not a good guy. It’s a good thing be-
cause we are going to, not only with 
accession of the WTO but also with the 
multifarious provisions that are in-
cluded in this measure, call on the 
United States Trade Representative, 
call on the State Department, and call 
on other entities to focus on things 
like intellectual property violations, 
negotiations, sanitary and 
phytosanitary agreements, the infor-
mation technology agreement, and the 
government procurement agreement. 

b 1230 

There are a wide range of provisions 
in here that will force Russia to live 
with a structure that it does not have 
today and will not have until we take 
this very important action. 

Now one of the reasons that I have 
been such a strong proponent of this 
issue has to do with a name, and it’s 
not the name we’re going to be talking 
about in a minute. The name is Mi-
khail Khodorkovsky. 

Mikhail Khodorkovsky is a business-
man who was jailed and at this mo-
ment is incarcerated in the midst of a 
7-year additional extension of his sen-
tence for so-called ‘‘tax evasion.’’ 

Now I mention those two words in ex-
plaining why I’m here because I met 
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